
From 9 to 19?
A message from Jesus

I've created you to grow up in stages. One reason for that is to 
teach you patience, which is one of the most important lessons 
in life, and one that you begin to learn when you are young.

When you are young, there is a lot that 
you’d like to do; you want to go places and 
see and do things that older people get 
to do, but if you grew up too quickly, you 
wouldn't gain the patience and humility that 
you will need when you are older in order 

to do your job or 
interact well with your 
friends or family.

Patiently sharing God’s 
Word with others

Patiently cooking another 
dinner for your family

Patiently keeping an 
office inventory



Just imagine if I 
had made things 
so that it only 
took a year for 
you to grow up, 
learn everything, 
and become an 
adult. You might 
think that would 
be nice. You would 
skip most of the 
growing stages by 
going from baby 
to adult in one 
leap.

But then your 
life would be off 
balance, because 
you wouldn't 
gain the skills 
and emotional 
and spiritual 
maturity that 
one learns 
through time 
and experience. 
Also, you 
wouldn't have 
gained patience 
and humility.

knowledge

wisdom

skill

I did an excellent  
job of decorating a cake  

on my f irst try!

In one year I have  
read and understood the 
entire Bible—I no longer 

need to study it!

I barely had to  
study and I already know 

how to drive!
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If that's how 
people grew up, 
then everyone 
would probably 
think they knew 
better than 
everyone else. 
They would 
interact with a 
great lack of 
patience, since 
they never 
learned patience 
due to growing 
up too fast.

If that happened, everyone would be 
harsh and impatient with each other.

So enjoy learning the lessons that come with every 
age. Savor each stage of growth and know that it is 
all part of the process to help you become what I 
want you to be.

Let’s not get tired of doing what is good.  
At just the right time we will reap a harvest of 
blessing if we don’t give up (Galatians 6:9 NLT).

Did you know that patience is a fruit of Jesus’ 
Spirit in our lives? Find out more in “Power-Up 

Devotional #7: Spirit Fruit: Patience.”

Tell me the name  
of the prophet Jeremiah’s 

scribe, right now!

I want that cake  
NOW! What is taking  

you so long?

You're blocking  
the road! Get your car  

out of the way!
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